To the IRPA Leaders,

I want to introduce a new Medicaid program passed by the Idaho Legislature 2006 session, which can help recreation districts statewide.  My partner Cindy Brock and I have been selected to administer Medicaid's Preventive Health Assistance Program or PHA.  Some of your recreation districts have agreed to participate in our program and I thank those who have done so, including: Boise Parks & Rec., Caldwell Parks & Rec.,

Nampa Parks & Rec., Gem County Rec. District; Idaho Falls Parks & Rec., and Pocatello Parks and Rec.  We have contacted most of the other recreation districts statewide and want to let your board members know of our continued efforts to establish healthy lifestyles statewide for the families in our program.

We are enlisting you and your recreation districts to participate as vendors for the program.  Modernizing Medicaid efforts started by former Governor Dirk Kempthorne focus on prevention to keep Medicaid clients healthy.  The PHA program uses a voucher system where kids, who pay a premium for their Medicaid, can use points/dollars held in their PHA Accounts to purchase sports classes/fees (swimming, baseball, ballet,

soccer, etc.), sports safety equipment, and bike helmets.  We also have a weight management side for eligible kids and adults with weight challenges.  These dollars are redeemed with vendor/businesses who have agreed and have sent us their paperwork to join our program.  It is dollar for dollar, so the amount on the voucher is the amount that will be repaid to the vendors through our program (clients are responsible for any fees over the voucher amount).

I have included our website here http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/site/4161/default.aspx and have attached more information, including a vendor packet that has a sample voucher in it.  What we ask of recreation districts who become vendors, is to take and sign the vouchers when a client submits them, send/fax a copy of the voucher with some sort of invoice (stating client name and class/fee paid with voucher) to our program, and then we send or electronic funds back to the vendor within approximately 10 days.

Any help in recruiting more recreation districts would not only benefit the kids statewide, but may also generate more revenue for your recreation districts.  With those in smaller communities, the recreation district is sometimes the only place they will be able to use their points/dollars and keep them active and healthy.

If you have any questions, or if you would like me to present in a board meeting or conference, please feel free to let me know.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Brad Perry

PHA Administrator

Division of Medicaid

(208) 364-1807

(877) 364-1843

Fax (208) 332-7285

perryb@dhw.idaho.gov 
