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The Dr. Leon Greene Fellowship Award is the ultimate distinction of parks and recreation professionalism, accomplishment and dedication to its cause. In my opinion, there are some very deserving professionals in our great State of Idaho. As we have seen by past awardees though, there are some that truly stand out even beyond standing out! I humbly submit this nomination of just such an individual for the Dr. Leon Greene Fellowship Award for the 2008 Idaho Recreation and Parks Association.    

Please allow me to nominate and introduce just such a person for the award…Dr. Mike Kinziger, or as he prefers, Mike. I would ask that you forgive my attempt at humor, but to write about the accomplishments of Mike without it, is not a task easily done. 

Mike has been in the parks and recreation field since 1971…or for those that are into carbon dating, he’s been in this profession for 37 years!!!! That’s almost longer than most of his students have been alive…twice! Rumor has long been held that Mike started in the parks and recreation field before the last, well, let’s say it this way, he saw the last dinosaur.

In 1993, weary of existence as a “Cheese Head,” Mike left the University of Wisconsin-Lacrosse, for his present position as Associate Professor of Recreation at the University of Idaho. In this position Mike is an advisor to up to 75 undergraduates and an average of 14 graduate students in recreation. He is also the department’s Coordinator for the Outdoor Leadership Minor. 

He’s held several positions in the field ranging from Recreation Director to Special Event Director; from Athletic Director to Head Coach; and from Lecturer to Associate Professor…and others somewhere in between. He also served in the US Army in Viet Nam providing recreation services to the troops.

Most do not realize it, but a very cool accomplishment is that Mike represented the United States in the 1972 Olympic Games in Munich, Germany competing in European Handball. Mike is an Olympian!

Mike has been a member of the Idaho Recreation and Parks Association (IRPA) since 1994, National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) since 1984 and is a CPRP or certified Parks and Recreation Professional. He has served on the IRPA Board of Directors as District 2 Representative for 6 years.

If anyone has ever accused Mike of being the quiet loner type, they don’t know him. In his 37 years, Mike has presented at over 307 workshops, clinics and speaking engagements in the parks and recreation field! In all (and I’ll bet I might have missed a few), Mike has had at least 17 professional publications as well as developed several parks and recreation related Web Pages. He’s taught in excess of 350 parks and recreation related courses in his career and has been a committee member on at least 29 Thesis and Dissertations. He also sits on several academic committees and is a member of the City of Moscow Parks and Recreation Commission.

Olympic swimmer Michael Phelps has nothing on Mike when it comes to awards. He’s received the Faculty Excellence Award in various capacities at the University of Idaho at least 18 times, but the award I was most interested in his explanation of was his selection as “Favorite Professor” by the Delta Delta Delta Sorority. On a more personal level, Mike has established 7 long distance canoe records, one of which came this past summer and was extensively covered by the news media. Surprisingly, he’s only climbed three of North America’s highest mountains. 

It’s difficult to put into exact words just how much Mike has given to the parks and recreation field, and particularly to the parks and recreation field in Idaho. New professionals are developed out of the University of Idaho program every year; many of whom is part of the professional assembly of the IRPA today. Students look up to him as role model and advisor, many of us professionals look up to him for leadership and guidance as we steer the profession into the future, his colleagues look up to him as a skillful and talented professional and most importantly in my book, I look up to him as a mentor, a colleague, and a leader in the profession…and one I am proud to call a dear friend. 

Dr. Mike Kinziger embodies the very meaning of the IRPA Dr. Leon Greene Fellowship Award. I am proud and deeply honored to nominate him for this most deserved distinguished of awards.  

Dwight Curtis, Director

Moscow Parks and Recreation

