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Nominee:  Coeur d’Alene Public Library Foundation

This nomination encompasses a project, a gift, a work of art and an activity for kids and their parents.  A few years ago we received some information from one of our IRPA Board members regarding an article in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.  The article was titled; ‘Leave No Child Inside’.  The title depicted a battle that we are losing to obesity due to kids being more engaged with video games, television, and computers.  A lack of physical activity in today’s youth is causing the obesity rate in youth to exceed that of any past generation.  The article went on to encourage all of us to be creative and engage today’s youth with nature – get them out of being indoors, bring them outside – thus ‘Leave No Child Inside’.
About a year ago a very creative and talented lady called and asked if we could meet to discuss an idea she had about placing a storybook adventure in the parks.  When we met and I heard the story I knew immediately that this idea had win – win – win written all over it.  We would all win with the addition of art in the parks, we would all win with a storybook adventure that would benefit our library and our community and we would all win by having a storybook adventure that would come to life as kids and their parents would become participants and make the trek from site to site and park to park as they learned about a game being played by a moose and a mouse.

The author of the story is Susan Nipp, a well known children’s author and co-owner of Wee-Sing; song and music instructional sing-a-longs for children.  Susan developed this adventure story from something she saw in the Boston area that had a family of ducks (bronze family) on an adventure through parts of Boston.  The story she has created for this side of the Rocky Mountains involves a Moose called Mudgy and a Mouse called Millie.  The Moose and the Mouse are good friends and decided to play a game of hide and seek one day and Millie the Mouse got to hide first.  Millie climbed into Mudgie’s antlers while Mudgy was covering his eyes and counting to ten.  As the Moose starts looking for the Mouse, he asks everyone he encounters if they had seen Millie the Mouse.  Millie peaks out from behind the antlers and motions for the people not to tell the Moose that they had seen Millie.  And so the Moose travels from Tubbs Hill to the new Library, to Downtown, around the floating boardwalk, to the City Park and Fort Sherman Playground and finally to Independence Point where the Moose bends down to get a drink of water out of the lake and sees in the reflection of the water the Mouse hiding in his antlers.  They both laugh about their adventure and the Moose closes the story by saying; “O.K., now it’s my turn to hide.”
The route covers more than a mile and there is a map showing the route.  A book has been written by Susan Nipp and illustrated by Charles Reasoner.   The book depicts all the encounters Mudgie and Millie have while playing their game of hide and seek.  There are five locations of which the book and the map will lead you.  Each of the five locations will have a ¾ size bronzed Moose with the Mouse hiding in the antlers.  The Moose and Mouse were created by a local artist; Terry Leigh.  The book and the proceeds from the sales of the book are being donated to the CDA Public Library.  The bronze statues of the moose and the mouse are being donated to the CDA Parks Department.  The cost of the statues, installing the statues, the illustrations in the book, and the publishing of the book is approximately $100,000.00.  All of those costs are being covered through private donations from the CDA Arts Commission, the CDA Resort, Susan Nipp, and the fund raising efforts of the CDA Library Foundation.  
The CDA Public Library Foundation has taken on the task of making this children’s adventure become a reality.  It has been a long process with lots and lots of meetings, reviews, editing and of course fund raising.  Hence the nomination of the CDA Public Library Foundation as an Outstanding Organization for bringing a fun, physical activity into our parks, and adding art to the parks, engaging our youth to be outdoors and experiencing the environment that will some day be all theirs.  
Thank You.

